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Skills development, interest-free
financing crucial for poverty reduction,
says chairman NA committee
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Chairman NA Committee calls skills, interest-
free financing, and MSME growth cornerstones
of economic empowerment
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Talpur advocates for skills
development
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Mir Ghulam Ali Talpur Launches Loan
Distribution and Food Facility in Karachi

KARACHI:MirGhulamAliTalpur,Chairman
of the National Assembly Standing Committee
on Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety, inau-
gurated the HN Food Products factory and led
a cheque distribution ceremony for the Prime
Minister’s Interest-Free Loan (IFL) Programme.
Organized by the Pakistan Poverty Alleviation
Fund (PPAF) in collaboration with SAFWCO,
the event focused on the theme of resilient
livelihoods and MSME development.During
the ceremony, Chairman Talpur emphasized
that sustainable poverty reduction is only
achievable through skill development, interest-
free financing, and asset transfers. He com-
mended PPAF’s integrated approach, which
successfully transitions vulnerable households,
particularly those led by women and
youth, from dependency to financial
dignity. The event also celebrated the
launch of HN Food Products in
Karachi’s North Industrial Area, a
facility supported by the EU-funded
GRASP project that showcases how
technical support can help small busi-
nesses upgrade technology and access
new markets.Nadir Gul Barech, CEO
of PPAF, shared impressive mile-
stones during the session, noting that
the Prime Minister’s IFL Programme
has disbursed PKR49.3 billion through
1.35 million loans across 67 districts.
In Sindh alone, over 270,000 loans
totaling PKR 9.86 billion have been

provided to date. Under the GRASP initiative,
PPAF and its partners have mobilized over
45,000 MSMEs in Sindh and Balochistan, creat-
ing 40,000 jobs and ensuring that 80% of sup-
ported businesses adopt climate-smart produc-
tion practices.The ceremony concluded with the
distribution of vocational certificates to gradu-
ates of the "Economic Empowerment of
Marginalized ~Communities  Project."
RepresentativesfromtheSindhHomeDepartment
and the Centre for Excellence on Countering
Violent Extremism (CVE) also praised the ini-
tiative, noting that improving socio-economic
conditions is a vital tool in promoting social
cohesion and preventing extremist ideologies
within the province.
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Talpur Calls Skills, Interest-Free Financing,
and MSME Growth Cornerstones of Economic

Empowerment
Mian Juzakallah izations, ITC and Gov-  that PKR 1.12 billion in
Hyderabad: Chairman  ernment cholders.  loans and PKR 1.32 bil-
of the National Assem- He emphasized educa- lion in matching grants
bly Standing Committee tion and skilled based n provided to
on Poverty Alleviation trainings and urged s, resulting in in-
and Social Saley, Mir - PPAF o itroduce more  rea ments,
Chutam Al alpur skill-based programmes  igher sales. rumover,
phasized that skills W te youth.Speaking  over 40,000 job creation,
velopment, interest-free  on the “occasion, Mr, and the adoption of 80%
financing, fransfer of as-  Nadir Gul Barech, Chief ~ climate-smart
sets and MSME growth  Executive Officer, Pak- - cleance poduction prac-
are critical to cmpﬁv\cr— istan Poverty Alleviation  tices.While addressin,
ing communi Fund, highlighted that the audience, Inam ul
achicving_fustainable PPAE his bom wt the | Hag, represéamative of
poverty reduction across  forefront of promoting Home Department Sindh
Pakisan. i was speake  cconomic  aruduation  on Cente fo Excellence
ing as the Chief Gy through evidence-based on Counterin
Prine Minisier'aIne interweations’ Imple.  Esiremism (0 VE) sud
terest-Free Loan Pro- mented in partnership  that, govemment is fully
gramme. Cheque  with 164 local committed 10 promote
Dissibution Ceremony  ionsacros 150.dstrics  such kind of itaives to
and the inauguration of  of the country. He stated onomic
HN F ucts fac-  that aceess to skills, fi-
tory, organized by the mance, and markets re-  munities to prevent £
Pakistan Poverty Alk mains central to  tremism ideologies. He
ation Fund (PPAF) breaking  intergenera-  further highlighted that
Karschi undes thetheme . tonal poverty Referin sovermment o
“Economic Graduation to financial inclusion ef-  Sindh is providing all
though Resilent Livel- forts, Mz: Baroch shared _ available opportmiics
N MSME De-  that under the Prime to empower youth and
velopment.” According  Minister's Interest-Free  women to
to a statement issued by  Loan Programme, PPAF I cohesion and an i
the SAFWCO Head OF-  has facilitated over 135 clusive  society. He
fice Hyderabad, the million interest-free  applauded the efforts of
event held in Karachi loans of PKR 49.3 bil- PPAF to improve the
was attended by Secre- lion across Pakistan in  lives of poorest people at
tary PA&SS ™ Navi icts. In province  grassroot levels across
Ahimed Shaikh, repre-  Sindh more that 270000 the country. The evet
sentatives from loans has been disbursed  also marked the inaugu-
SAFWCO, SMEDA. amounting pke 986 bil-  ationof HN Food Prod-
civil society organiza- lion. “The cheque distri-  ucts,
ions amd rcdia Tepre.. buion todey represcnisn  GRASP-supported food
sentatives. In  his decisive step towards processing facility in
reom-  self-reliance, enabling Karachi's North Indus-
mcmlcdl’Pr\F fradopt. beneficiarics to invest i trial Arca, demonsirating
h\chhnod\.mnm enter- targeted financial
development ‘apptosch  prises, and small busk- and iechnical ‘support
that links social protec- nesses.  Highlighting s MSMEs upgrade
tion, livelihood support,  enterprise development  technology, expand op-
enterprise development,  under the GRASP proj- erations, and access new
and human capial in- et an EU-funded nta-  mathets A key highlight
vestment. He noted that  tive implemented by the  of the ceres
ey caabie  Imermanat Tadb Con.  dtmbunonof cartte
ulbersble houscholds e (TC) n paringrship - cates amon, gradustes
particularly women and  with FAO, SMED, of vocational and skills
youth to transition from  PPAF :lmlpanuerorgun- development  pro-
dependency to dignity izations, Mr. Barech gmmmcs under the
through mmmahlc in- noted that 45726 I:mpowcr—
come opportunities. He  MSMEs have been mo- nalized
S spricsidtheraloof il kcroes Sindh amd :
EU, development organ-  Balochistan. He added
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Mir Ghulam Ali Talpur
Calls for Skills
Development,

Interest-Free Financing,

MSME Growth
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By GM Chandio

HYDERABAD: Mir Ghu- rprise development.
lam Ali Talpur, Chairman of 35 million interest
the NA Standing Committee free loans worth PKR 49.3
on Poverty Alleviation, em- billion have been disbursed
phasized that skills develoy ide, including
ment, interest-free financin loans worth PKR
asset transfer, and MSM
growth are vital for empow
ering communities and re- has
ducing poverty sustainably. MS$
Speaking at the Prime Minis- promoting

ter’s Interest-Free Loan Pro- practices. The
gramme cheque distribution  ognized vocatior
and HN Food Products fac- graduates, promoting you

tory inauguration in Karachi, and women’s economic in-
he praised PPAF’s integrated  clusion.
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Talpur Calls Skills, Interest-
Free Financing, and MSME
Growth Cornerstones of

the National
=0 .

Assembly

HYDERABAD: Chairman of

¢ Interest-Free Loan
Programmc
qC h ¢ q v e
Distribution

tory, organized by
the Pakistan Poverty
n Fund (PPAF) in
under the theme
Graduation

g C
Poverty Alleviationand S
Safety, Mir Ghulam Ali Talpur
emphasized that skills devel-
opment, interest-free financ-
ing, transfer of assets and
MSME growth are critical to
empowering communities
and achieving sustainable
poverty reduction across

lhmugh Resilient Ll\ chhoods
and MSM

SMEDA, civil society organ-
izations amd media represen-
tatives.

Inhisaddress,Mr. Talpur

s commended PPAF for adopt-

ing an integrated develop-
ment approach that links
social protection, livelihood
support, enterprise develop-
ment, and human capital
investment. He noted that
such initiatives enable vul-
nerable households particu-
larly women and youth to
on from dependency
gnity through sustain-
able income opportunities.
He also apricated the role of

According to a state-
ment issued by the SAFWCO
Head Office Hyderabad, the
event held in Karachi was
attended by Secretary PA&SS
Navid Ahmed Shaikh, repre-
sentatives from SAFWCO,

EU, devel,
tions, ITC and Government
stakeholders.

He emphasized educa-
tion and skilled based train-
ings and urged PPAF to intro-
duce more skill-based pro-
grammes for the youth.
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