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Profiles in Courage

Foreword

One of the rewarding features of working with vulnerable communities is the discovery
from time to time of the amazing resilience and courage of the people that are
members of these communities.

Their innate wisdom is in a sense far more valuable as a guideline for development
practitioners than the tomes of reports that are written by “distant” academics. This
is not surprising because it is a matter of survival for the vulnerable individuals while
for the academics, it is just another assignment to add on to their curriculum vitae.

This booklet provides some real life studies of women who are working with our
various partner organizations and who, through their determination and zeal, have
changed their fortunes.

We wish we could do justice by including in this report the many more men and
women who through sheer hard work, faith, and a strong unbending will have
overcome the travails of a system that locks them in a never ending nexus of poverty.
Nevertheless a start has been made and we hope to build upon the same in future.

My thanks to the partner organizations, and the staff of the PPAF for making the

stories of these remarkable women reach a wider audience.

Kamal Hyat
Chief Executive






Moving ahead

Profiles in Courage

A small veranda leads into Aasia Imran’s
one-roomed house in Yakee Gate,
where she lives with her husband and
three year old son. Aasia, a pleasant
middle aged woman elegantly dressed
in a black, hand embroidered shalwar
kameez, a specimen of her own work,
runs a small scale business of hand
embroidered and beaded clothes. Aasia
has her head bent on a bright yellow
shirt on which she diligently sews
sequins in the shape of flowers. Colorful
beads, sequins and threads spread on
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the rust colored mat on the floor add
vibrance to the small room.

Aasia’s husband works as a laborer and
makes bags. Before Aasia started her
own small-scale business, the meager
income of her husband ranging from
Rs. 2,400-2,800 per month was not
enough to sustain the family. Recalling
those days a thoughtful expression
comes on Aasia’s face and she says, “I
used to remain worried all the
time...there was a constant problem of





































































